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Manel Cascalló PhD
General Director, EU Subsidiary

Expertise in oncolytic adenovirus 
clinical development, received 
several patents for the use of 
adenovirus as antitumoral agents 
and authored many peer-reviewed 
scientific publications

Deep regulatory experience and 
serves as an independent expert for 
the European Medicines Agencies 
(EMA)

Steven Shallcross
Chief Executive Officer, Chief 
Financial Officer

Served as the Company’s CEO since 
2018 and CFO since joining the 
Company in 2015

Deep operational, financial and 
international biotech industry 
experience and  proven track record 
of leading the financial 
development and strategy in the 
public sector

Vince Wacher PhD
Head Corporate Development

Nearly 30 years leading corporate 
strategy, partnering, research, 
clinical development, and 
intellectual property programs for 
start-ups, small companies, and 
new business units within large 
companies

Development experience across 
oncology, infection, GI, metabolic 
diseases, transplantation, and drug 
delivery



*Based on Management’s current beliefs and expectations. aGVHD acute graft-vs-host disease; allo-HCT allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplant. IAP 

recombinant bovine intestinal alkaline phosphatase. HNSCC head and neck squamous cell carcinoma. IV intravenous. IVit intravitreal. MAD multiple 

ascending dose. ODD Orphan Drug Designation.

Candidate Target Pre-IND Phase 1 Phase 2 Collaborators Status*

VCN-01

Selective, Stroma 

Degrading OV

Pancreatic Cancer (IV) with 

gemcitabine/nab-paclitaxel

Phase 2 Study On-going

(ODD EU, US)

Retinoblastoma (IVit)
Phase1 Study On-going

(ODD US)

HNSCC (IV) + durvalumab
Phase 1 Treatment Complete

Survival Follow-up On-going

Solid Tumors – Brain, 

Ovarian, PDAC (IV)
Phase 1 Studies On-going

VCN-11

Albumin Shield OV
Solid tumors (IV) Preclinical Studies On-going

SYN-004 [1,2]

Oral β-lactamase

Prevention of aGVHD in 

allo-HCT
Phase 1b/2a On-going

SYN-020 [3]

Oral IAP

Potential indications 

include NAFLD/NASH, 

celiac, radiation enteritis

Phase 1 Studies Complete
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https://www.cancer.net/cancer-types/pancreatic-cancer/statistics
https://seer.cancer.gov/statfacts/html/pancreas.html
https://www.databridgemarketresearch.com/reports/global-pancreatic-cancer-treatment-market
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ARM I

CONCOMITANT

HNSCC (6)

ARM II

SEQUENTIAL

HNSCC (14)

VCN-01 3.3x10¹² vp (6)

VCN-01 3.3x10¹² vp (6), 1x10¹³ vp (8) 

Durvalumab¹

Durvalumab¹

Durvalumab 28-day 

cycles starting Day 29

Durvalumab 28-day

cycles starting Day 44
BIOPSY D8

BIOPSY D8

BIOPSY SCR

BIOPSY SCR

BIOPSY D28

BIOPSY D28
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Overall Survival vs CPS in Biopsies at Day 8

Spearman r = 0.7676

P (2-tailed) = 0.0050
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Albumin binding 
domain (ABD)

expressed on the
virus surface (hexon)

Y
ABD binds serum 

albumin ⚫ to form a 

coating that protects 

against neutralizing 

antibodies Y

Parent oncolytic virus 
(OV) susceptible to 

neutralizing antibodies

OV-ABD

OV
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Adverse Reactions Arm I - Concomitant
(Dose 3,3E12 , n=6)²

Arm II  - Sequential
(Dose 3,3E12 , n=6)³

Arm II  - Sequential
(Dose 1E13 , n=8)³

CTCAE Grade Grade 1-2 Grade ≥3 Grade 1-2 Grade ≥3 Grade 1-2 Grade ≥3

Pyrexia 2 (33,0%) - 5 (62,5%) - 3 (50%) -

Influenza like illness 3 (50,0%) - 3 (37,5%) 2(25%) 2 (33,3%) -

Asthenia/Fatigue 2 (33.0%) - 2 (25%) 1 (12,5%) 4 (66,6%) -

AST increased 4 (66,7%) 1 (16,6%) 2 (25%) - - 2 (33,3%)

ALT increased 3 (50,0%) 1 (16,6%) 1 (12,5%) - - 2 (33,3%)

Decreased Apetite 1 (16,6%) - 3(37,5%) - 2 (33,3%) -

Lymphocyte count decreased 1 (16,6%) - - 3 (37,5%) - -

Myalgia - - 3(37,5%) - 1 (16,6%) -

Hypotension - - 2 (25%) - 1 (16,6%) -

Chills 1 (16,6%) - 1(12,5%) - 1 (16,6%) -

Vomiting 1 (16,6%) - 1(12,5%) - 1 (16,6%) -

Anemia 2 (33,0%) - 1(12,5%) - 1 (16,6%) -

Nausea - - 1(12,5%) - 1 (16,6%) -

Headache - - 1(12,5%) - 1 (16,6%) -

Erythema 1 (16,6%) - 1(12,5%) - - -

Guillain-Barre Syndrome - 1 (16,6%) - 1 (12,5%) - -

Hepatic enzymes increased - - - 1 (12,5%) - -

GGT Increased - - - - - 1 (12,5%)



Initial evidences suggests that VCN-01 induced PD-L1 upregulation 
could enhance patient survival

Pre-treatment Day 8 after VCN-01 dose
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Spearman r 0.7676
  P (two-tailed) 0.0050

**





https://gco.iarc.fr/today/data/factsheets/cancers/13-Pancreas-fact-sheet.pdf
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https://eyewiki.org/Retinoblastoma
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/retinoblastoma/about/key-statistics.html
https://map.1rbw.org/
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Pt 22

Pt 3

Reduced number and size of tumor vitreous seeds 
following VCN-01 administration²

Complete tumor regression³

D14 D28D0

D6
4

M8D0

Promising Results in 2 of the Patients
Treated to date with High Dose VCN-01
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